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Retirement Wishes 
My peers, on the Elder’s board asked me, (Jim Cunningham), if I would pray for Pastor Jeff! 

I’m humbled, honoured, and trembling with thoughts and memories. Where do I begin? Can you remember the leaflet or 

bulletin with Pastor Jeff & Fiona’s picture & a small Bio on them. Before I met them that was handed out. Can you smell 

the aroma of fresh baked bread, on the first communion service he conducted? The Lord Jesus has used this pastor to 

shepherd me, personally, and I am confident many of you, through the lowest of lows. This man has been my 2 Timothy 

3:16 many times through his sermons, teachings and one on one personal interviews. Pastor Jeff rejoiced with me when 

my mourning had ended. But, he could read me like a book, and has never shirked from teaching, rebuking, correcting 

and training me, in righteousness. I don’t do “Good Byes” well. I’m a see ya later kind of guy. I believe Christians never 

truly retire and that is especially true of Pastors. I am aware of a few of Jeff’s plans, and I am confident the Lord will 

continue to lay many other plans and future goals on this man’s heart to accomplish be for Christ returns.  

 

Pastor Jeff has become a friend that has been an example of 

Christ in my life. However, my Brotherly Love for this man is 

not blind. Regrets….I also know he has a few! Don’t we all? 

But, as I search the scriptures, I’ve never found a single human 

being our Lord and Saviour didn’t extend grace toward. Jeff, 

Fiona: I have been lead to modify Eph. 6; 10 – 19 and a few 

other verses as my prayer: 

 

 

 

 

Dear Lord & Heavenly Father, we thank You for directing Pastor Jeff to have come to Owen Sound Alliance Church to be our 
Lead Pastor, and we pray; that as Jeff & Fiona prepare to move on to the next chapter of their Life, may You, continue to 
thoroughly equip them for every good work, that You put on their hearts. 

As they travel to their new home in Nova Scotia we pray a continual hedge of protection and blessing around them both, as 
well as their family. We pray Lord, that you hold them fast in your mighty power. We pray this couple (Jeff and Fiona) 
continue to put on the full armour of God each morning, so that they can stand against the devil’s schemes. 

 For we are all reminded, that our struggles here on earth are not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the 
authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.  

No matter what you allow to come their way, I pray this Man & Wife, together, stand firm then, with the belt of truth 
buckled around their waists, with the breastplate of righteousness firmly in place,  and with their feet fitted with the readiness 
that comes from “the gospel of peace”.  

In addition to all this, I pray they continue to hold up the shield of faith they have in you, with which, You, Lord, can 
extinguish all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 

I pray they always wear the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, and that Pastor Jeff ‘will never loses’ that passion 
you have instilled in this man to preach your Word. 

In Jesus Name I pray. 

Amen 



 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let your light shine before men, that they may see your good works, 

and glorify your Father which is in heaven~ Matthew 5:16 

Fiona, we thank you for the time we had together, 

We appreciate your work in Children’s ministry, 
woman’s ministry and the many other ministries 
areas and activities you served in behind the scenes. 

May God bless you always in all that you do. 

A  Proper English Tea Send Off 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A gift of gratitude from the Refugee families and Committee 

250 Apple Fritters, 200 Tim bits 

One Pastor retiring … 

Makes one happy man!  

As Pastor Jeff ended his final sermon, the congregation 

was asked to stand and read aloud his infamous  

Benediction from Jude 24-25 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Jeff introduced our theme for our mission’s month in November: 

Missions from the Margins. He explained some of the challenges we face as 

a Church in a post-Christian culture. These are real and require that we 

perhaps re-evaluate our heart, our focus, approach, BUT Christ’s mandate 

remains the same: that we are a testimony of God’s grace to the nations.  

Perhaps you know that in The Alliance we uphold the task of global mission 

as foundational to our calling as a family of churches across Canada. This has 

not changed. Together we support over 200 IW’s serving around the globe in 

places and among people groups where few or none have heard of Jesus. 

Our denomination’s founder, A.B. Simpson, was so compelled by the task of 

taking the Gospel message to the far reaches of our globe he birthed a vision 

of local church partnerships which grew into a denomination.  

The Alliance Canada, as you may know, continues to uphold these values: 

Christ Centred, Spirit Empowered and Mission Focused. 

 

THE TASK 

Jesus commissioned His disciples in Acts 1:8 : 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 

and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

 

May I remind you today that OUR TASK IS STILL UNFINISHED.  

I make no apology to suggest that the task of today’s church remains the same as it was when Jesus commissioned His 

disciples some 2000+years ago and commanded them in Matt. 28:19 to  

“Go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and 

teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.” 

 

GOD’S PLAN TO BLESS THE NATIONS 

Scripture provides us with a narrative of God’s plan to reconcile His creation to Himself. Adam & Eve made a choice to 

disobey God’s instruction to them and that set in motion a separation between creation and humankind and God. The pain 

we face today is the direct result of that choice. But it was God’s plan from the beginning to reconcile humankind back to 

right relationship with Himself and to use His people in this process, and therefore to be a blessing to the nations. The story 

picks up with Abraham and a promise regarding His descendants and God’s covenant with Abraham which extended to the 

Israelite nation, Paul picks up those thoughts at the beginning of Romans 10 but moves on to remind his readers of the  

 

 



 

further fulfillment through Jesus and His new covenant with His church. We see in Genesis 26 that God renews his covenant 

with Abraham’s son Isaac and makes this promise: “I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and 

will give them all these lands, and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed  and we see that fulfilled 

through the birth, life and death of Jesus. We the Church are God’s people, living under the new covenant fulfilled through 

Jesus, and this is our mandate to continue to bless the nations. 

There are 7,000+ UPGs (Unreached People Groups), still in our world. People groups still without any way to hear about the 
hope we have unless someone tells them and they are SENT. This is top priority for the Alliance Canada today: UPGs and we 
focused on some of these and prayed for them throughout the month. Of course, we support (send) both Howells who live 
in Senegal and are working to reach the Fulani and the Wolof with the blessing of salvation.  

Throughout the month of November you heard of various ways The Alliance is responding to the task of reaching UPGs you 
were challenged with how you can respond.  One way to respond is to SEND by giving to the GAF (Global Advance Fund). 
The GAF is the Alliance’s funding model for our missions endeavors. Our International Workers are dependent on funding 
from the GAF to equip them and send them where they are called. The GAF provides for everything needed to deploy them 
and keep them in the contexts which they are appointed to.  

The task is clear - The Great Commission  

Matthew 28:16-20 

Then the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain where Jesus had told them to go. 17 When they saw him, they 
worshiped him; but some doubted. 18 Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been 
given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 
of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the 
very end of the age. The task remains unfinished until Christ’s return 

Photo highlights 

 

 

 



 

Aaron & Christine Gross Off to Zambia  
 

Missions Chair, Cindie Holm meet with Aaron and Christine Gross before they headed off to Zambia for a few 
months. Aaron and Christine are a new couple who have attend OSAC for the last two years… who also have a 
heart for missions. Cindie asked a few questions about their 
upcoming mission. Here are a few of those questions answered 
by Christine… 
 
 
1. When are you leaving  

 
They left November 20 and are retuning February 9th 2023 
 
2. What organization are you going with? 

 
We are going with SIM (SERVING IN MISSIONS) Canada  
 
3. What are you going to do? 
 
We will be returning to Mukinge Mission hospital to work as a Dr. (Aaron) and Nurse 
(Christine). We were there for 3 months in the spring of 2021.  It is a 202 bed hospital 
(half the beds of Owen Sound hospital) that serves a geographical area of 21,000sq 
km.  For reference, Grey & Bruce counties combined are roughly 8,500sq km (and we 
have cars!) The hospital operates under the Evangelical Church of Zambia with a 
combination of government funding, local staff and missionary support.  Hospital 
mission statement: “The Purpose of Mukinge Hospital is to reflect the glory of God by 
following the pattern of spreading the Gospel established by the Lord Jesus namely 
teaching, preaching and healing." When there, we are treating a variety of tropical 
illnesses we do not see often here: Malaria, Sickle Cell disease, Tuberculosis, serious 
infections/complications secondary to HIV, and even some crocodile attacks! Our goal 
is to come alongside the local staff and missionaries to encourage and alleviate some 
of the workload.  The presence of short term workers also enables the hospital 
wards to be looked after while long term staff take time off or go on vacation.  
 

4. How are you supported Financially 
 

We are mostly self-supported... people can donate to us at the following link: 

https://donations.sim.ca/workers/aaron-and-christine-gross  or to the hospital at 

https://donations.sim.ca/projects/unlisted-projects with the project number 087342 

 

5. Prayer Requests:  
- Childcare for Liana - My Zambian nursing license is still active, but we are unsure how 
everything will work with childcare. Pray we will find the right nanny or that some of 
the long term missionaries will be able to care for her while I am at the hospital 
- Travel and health! Pray that we would be able to tolerate the long flights and the 
24hours of travel time with a baby. Also that Lily especially will remain healthy with 
the additional concerns of parasites and malaria. 
- For medical preparation (as Aaron studies tropical medicine) and spiritual preparation as we look to God to give us 
strength and help us to be an encouragement to the local and long term staff. 

https://donations.sim.ca/workers/aaron-and-christine-gross
https://donations.sim.ca/projects/unlisted-projects


 

International Worker Update   
 
 

Dear friends and prayer partners, 
 
We are moving! We have expressions at home like Home Sweet Home, and there’s No Place like Home. In Africa we have: 
When someone says he is going home, it's not far. They also say: Even if it's not much, it's ours. They really don't like having 
to rent.  We are going home! It is really not far even if it took a long time in coming. We will be forever thankful to the Alliance 
for helping us get a LARGE piece of land in Conakry, not far from our rented location. And we have planned and brought the 
work this far with 8 containers (and a spare to start future projects).  
   
It is my firm objective to move in on December 9th along with the big boys, with the rest of the children (and baggage) 
following during the next week. It has been my dream for months to celebrate this Christmas on our own property and in our 
own home. The new building will be able to house over 40 kids (we have 26 at the moment) with the possibility of expanding 
easily and economically on the land with more containers. Our dreams are big. We plan to start a welding and general 
maintenance teaching workshop as well as hair dressing, etc. We plan to build a chapel also as we have not heard of any 
church buying land in this new area. It is our vision to use this property for the glory of God as we help our orphans and also 
needy kids in the wider area. 
    
Please pray for the contractor and workers that they will be diligent in accomplishing the remaining tasks on time. Please 
pray for our area land developer as he deals with the electric company so that all the new buildings in the area will be supplied 
with electricity the correct way.  

    
GLORY TO GOD and MERRY CHRISTMAS! We are so thankful for all of you who have met our 
needs all these years. 
     
In Christ, 
Lizette for Kids in Crisis 
 

A Note of Thanks 

 

Thank you, thank you, thank you, to all those who filled shoe boxes for Operation 

Christmas Child.  Our Church was able to contribute 76 boxes to this precious 

ministry as well as 161 hats and 10 pairs of mittens lovingly knitted by our 2 expert 

knitters, Mervin Boyes and Lois Lambkin.  

 If you have an empty box at home please hang on to it and consider filling it over 

the coming months.  This is a good way to spread out the expense as well as 

eliminate the stress of filling a box over a short period of time when lives are already 

busy.  As a general rule it is suggested that you include a fun toy or stuffed animal, 

school supplies, hygiene items, and then other appropriate items based on the age 

and gender of the child that you have selected.  I especially love to include 

something musical like a harmonica or a recorder.  You may include a picture and 

note if you chose but it is most important to pray over your box.   

2 Cor: 4: 15 

“All this is for your benefit, so that the grace that is reaching more and more people 

may cause thanksgiving to overflow to the glory of God” 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 
 

It is a common practice for International Workers of the Alliance to have the 

opportunity to gather together by region and enjoy fellowship and spiritual 

refreshment with the other workers from around the region. It is also quite 

common for pastors and leaders from Canada to attend and minister at these 

gatherings, and it is quite common for District Mobilizers to attend. I, Ilana 

was informed that the Asia Region was planning a gathering in January 2023, 

and so I inquired if there was any way the Central District could be of service. 

The immediate response back was that they were in need of folks who could 

lead the children's program. After conversation with Ian Trigg (District 

Superintendent) we decided to invite a few workers from around the district 

to consider the opportunity to serve. Ian has also been invited to be the 

speaker for the conference, so we are excited to have a CCD team which 

includes: Ian & Joyce Trigg, Ilana Lobbezoo, 4 children's pastors/licensed 

worker, Angie Lyman and her husband Jamie that will be going to serve our 

IW families in Asia in January.  A designated fund has been set up for this 

trip. If you would like to support Jamie and Angie and help them meet their 

finical goal of $4,130 please indicate on your offering envelope  or e-transfer 

“Indonesia”. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

A team of 4 adults will be heading to 

Guatemala April 17-23, 2023. On this 

STM trip the team will be working with 

Steven and Karla Stoffelsen of the House 

of Refuge.  Their statement is to “love 

the unloved and reach the unreached.” 

The House of Refuge is a well 

established ministry that reaches men 

with addictions, the homeless and 

poverty stricken families as well as 

women in the red light district.  The 

House of Refuge is expanding to a City 

of Refuge and team members will also 

be involved in that construction. The 

team has a finical goal of $7,500. A 

designated fund has been set up for this 

trip financially. Please mark your offering 

envelope or e-transfer “Guatemala”. 

 
 

Please prayerfully consider how you can support both of these STM trips. 
 

 

 Upcoming Short term Missions Trips   

 A taste of home, hot chocolate and Quality Street candy will be collected for our 

International Workers until Jan 8th. Thank you for your donations. 



Child Dedication  

This is an opportunity for us as followers of Jesus to publicly declare our commitment and desire to raise 

up our children in the way of the Lord according to scripture – to dedicate both our children and our 

parenting to God in community. Please talk to Pastor Ryan if you are interested in dedicating your baby or child! 

 

 
Alpha ran twice in 2022.  This world renowned 

course on God took place over Zoom and in person 

at TheXchange.  Family and friends joined together 

to visit, watch films and discuss questions of life, 

God, and faith.  Relationships were deepened with 

each other and most importantly with our 

Heavenly Father.  Please contact the church if you 

would like to attend or run an Alpha course in 2023 

 

 

 

Sunday, November 22 , 2022 

The dedication of Curren Gabe Carroll 



 

It’s hard to say goodbye  
To our family at Owen Sound Alliance Church; 
Please allow us to take a few (or not so few) lines to convey 
some thoughts to you as we move from here.  You have 
been our church family and ministry context for 10 years; 
this is a church we will miss and so many of you have 
endeared yourselves to us over the years and for that we are 
grateful. Thank you for accepting us into your lives and for 
the opportunity to minister with and to you over the years. 
During the past few months many of you have taken time to 
meet with us over a meal, in the hallway with coffee in hand, 
or by letters and cards. Your expressions of gratitude are not 
lost on us, and we are moved deeply.  As we have walked 
with you through life, we have grieved with you, rejoiced, 
laughed, and even cried more than once.  Perhaps your most 
encouraging comments have been about such moments.  

 
We’ve so enjoyed all the Bible studies and small groups we’ve participated in during our time here.  May the 
Word of God continue to burn in your hearts.  
Thank you to the elders for their care during the succession plan and their watchfulness over the process.  As I 

have said publicly, I’m delighted in the process, could not be happier with Ryan as your new lead Pastor, but are 

grieving the departure and the end of working relationships with such a fine staff. Each of the staff are very 

capable.  Fiona and I are very fond of Ryan, Bernice and their family and charge you as a church to care for them 

exceedingly well.  Each of you should think of how you can help this pastoral family thrive in ministry, not merely 

exist.  They will lead you well. 

Allyson is the one person I’ve worked closest with over the ten years and she has become both a good friend and 

a trusted co-labourer in Christ.  I so appreciate that ability to banter with her over policy and procedures 

designed to bless the church. She works hard on your behalf, honour those such as her.  I’m amazed that she is 

the same age as when I arrived.   

Angie and Jamie have been such advocates for all of you. Their upcoming missions trip, the second for them as a 

couple, blesses my heart immensely.  Keep an eye on these two! 

Joel was blessed to marry Josie who is brilliant in her own right but together they’ve become a great duo. It’s 

incredible how many fires they have going between worship ministry in and outside of our church, youth 

ministry, college and careers, small group. I commend such people to you and challenge you to follow their godly 

example.   

I remember the day I was told by the chair of Church Without Walls and our District Superintendent to introduce 

Greg as the lead for the Exchange but also the new lead of Church Without Walls.  It’s been a delight to see him 

and Julie labour among us, again.  

Hey, how about Nick and Julia.  Such a cool couple and this church is going to grow to really cherish them. I 

mentioned to him on our last Sunday and at his first sermon that I could easily sit under his preaching.  I’m sure 

I’ll get lots of great updates as Ryan and I chat from time to time.   

 



 

Another one to keep an eye on is Kim Lobbezoo, she and Josie have been rock solid in children’s ministry and Kim 

fits just about any ministry portfolio you can throw at her.  Except maybe for shoveling snow, but her dad has her 

covered in that.  

While Brenda and Luc are tasked with care and maintenance of the building, their care and interaction with those 

who come in is also so much appreciated. Their capacity to encourage and bless is evident within moments of 

meeting them.  

And we will remember those who work behind the scenes to keep the finances in order, envelopes managed, 

sound and tech running smoothly, greet, teach, usher, to name a few. You are a people who are blessed by those 

who serve, and who bless others by your service inside the building and out. And then there are the heroes who 

make sure the coffee is brewed and served each Sunday. “May the Lord repay you for what you have done, and a 

full reward be given you. . .” (Ruth 2:12a) 

We know you are curious about what will happen next.  We commend to you a great staff and elders and trust 

you will labour with them to ensure that every man woman and child in Grey and Bruce counties will have the 

opportunity to hear the gospel from someone connected to OSAC.  As a last charge, “Obey your leaders and 

submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. Let them 

do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you.”  (Hebrews 13:17) 

Blessings,  

Jeff and Fiona  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Merry Christmas from our homes to yours! 

May the birth of God’s son, Jesus, continue to bring 

 us all Hope, Joy and Love. 


