Sermon Guide

Teaching Series - The Cross Paradox
Sermon Title - Foolishness & Power
Sermon Date - Sunday Mar 1, 2026

Warm Up Question - Have you ever changed your mind about what success really means? What shifted your perspective?

Teaching Text: 1 Corinthians 1:17-25

Study Questions: (Study questions are meant to support better understanding of the teaching text or encourage further study.)

1. What issue is Paul addressing in verse 17?
2. How does Paul contrast the “wisdom of the world” with the “wisdom of God”?
3. Why were Jews seeking signs and Greeks seeking wisdom according to vs. 22?
4. What does Paul mean when he says Christ crucified is a “stumbling block” and “foolishness” (v.23)?
5. What does verse 25 reveal about God’s character?/What does this passage teach us about how God works compared to human expectations?

Application Questions: (Application questions are intended to promote conversation on how God is directing us to apply the sermon, either personally or to the group as a whole.)

1. Where do you see our world today seeking “signs” or “wisdom” instead of Christ?
2. Why does the message of the cross seem foolish to some and powerful to others? 
3. What is the message of the cross to you and why?
4. In what ways have you trusted human wisdom over God’s way? How has God taught you His way is better?
5. What action steps if any did the Spirit prompt in you from the teaching passage or sermon? 

Pray: Take time together to listen to the Spirit's leading and pray God’s will for one another. 

Bonus: James 3:13–18… wisdom from above vs. earthly wisdom
