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May our barns be filled with crops of every kind. May the flocks in our fields
multiply by the thousands, even tens of thousands, ~ Psalms 144:13 NLT

The cover artwork was created by Levi Cober, the 10-year-old eldest son of Dean and Carolyn Cober. We are grateful
to Levi for sharing his creativity and helping to make this issue so special.



Women’s Ministry

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.
“I am who You say I am.”

What a beautiful Saturday we shared together at the Redemption of Jacob’s Well
Women’s Conference. So thankful for every woman who came, worshipped, shared,
prayed, and encountered the love and redemption of Jesus.

Roxanne Francis, our guest speaker, shared how honored she felt to have the
opportunity to speak with the women of OSAC. She reminded us how beautiful it is
that God meets us as we gather together in His name. He is a gentle and loving Father
who continues to pursue us faithfully, just as He has throughout history.

Through the stories of Dinah and the woman at the well, we were reminded that God
sees, values, and redeems His daughters. The fact that their stories were included in
His Holy Word gives us the opportunity to learn, reflect, and have meaningful
conversations together today in 2026.

~____Roxanne led us through Scripture with compassion and truth, reassuring us that we
_— areredeemed as God has proclaimed, and that we are fully seen and deeply loved by
Gs%  Him.

of Dinah in Genesis 34 and the woman at the well in John 4. Roxanne guided us
through thoughtful questions such as, “How do you think God showed up in this
situation?” and “Are you open to the Lord refining who you are, like He did with the

=" These conversations created exciting and life-giving opportunities to share openly
w Within our roundtable settings. Roxanne invited us into healthy and meaningful




We are so grateful for the ministries that OSAC provides, allowing
us to continue having meaningful conversations and opportunities
for healing, growth, and deeper connection with the Lord.

We are especially thankful to Heidi Lucas for joining us that day
and leading us through a listening prayer experience. Heidi and her
team gather on the first Tuesday of every month from 7-9 p.m.,
October through June, guiding participants through exercises in
listening to God’s voice and growing deeper in relationship with
Him.

We also have our Healing Prayer Ministry, which is part of the Truth
and Freedom Discipleship Ministry here at OSAC. Personal healing
prayer appointments are available with trained team members for
anyone who may feel trapped, overwhelmed, hurt, or helpless in an
area of life and would like to bring those burdens to Jesus. During
these appointments, individuals meet with two trained sisters in
Christ who have both been equipped in and personally experienced
healing prayer themselves.

We also want to mention Janice Frizzell, a local Christian counsellor
who shares office space with us here at Owen Sound Alliance
Church. Janice has experience and training primarily with adults,
both individuals and couples, in areas including depression, anxiety,
coping with stress and life transitions, trauma, relationship
struggles, grief, and loss.

Thank you again to Janice Campbell for pursuing this vision and for
her heart to see women gather together, have honest conversations,
and seek the Lord for answers. Janice has already shared that she is
planning for next year’s conference, and we are so grateful for her
leadership and dedication. As well a thank you to the ladies that &=
helped in the kitchen, made sandwiches, salads and to those that
helped set up and clean up.

If you missed this year, we hope you will join us next time!

All my life | have been called unworthy
Named by the voice of my shame and regret
But when | hear you whisper "Child, lift up your head"
| remember, oh God, You're not done with me yet

REDEEMED- by Big Daddy Weave



English as a Second Language

ESL Ministry Year-End Update

This past year we had 14 students in our full-time ESL program, along with 6 additional
participants who joined us for conversation classes from January through May. It has been a
joy to watch relationships form—between students, volunteers, and the wider church
community—and to see people not only learning English, but also finding connection and
belonging in the church.

A highlight this year has been working alongside and mentoring Rebekah as she explored
missions through newcomer ministry. It has been a joy to watch her natural ability to
welcome people, build trust, and help others feel welcome. We are excited to continue
walking with her as she explores what God might be calling her to and as we stay
connected with the relationships formed this year.

In the fall we will be seeing a shift. With a low number of students planning to return and
no new refugee sponsorship arrivals expected, together with Rebekah, we have decided not
to continue running a full-time ESL program as we have for the past 10 years. Looking back,
we are amazed by all that God has done through this ministry—hundreds of people
supported, loved, and connected into the life of the church through the faithful service of
so many incredible volunteers.

Moving forward, we hope to continue supporting newcomers in simpler and more
relational ways. This includes 1-on-1 tutoring and the development of a weekly
conversation club where newcomers can practice English, explore Bible stories, and build
relationships with each other and with church volunteers.

While this is a change from how the ministry has looked in the past, we sense it may also
open new doors. In God’s hands, we trust this next season can still be a meaningful

expression of love and outreach to newcomers in Owen Sound through OSAC.

Jono, Rachel and Rebekah



And with that, ESL classes have come to an end after another great year! This year has been
filled with lots of learning and hard work; we are so proud of all our students. Some
highlights of the year have been our activity days: we have had our Christmas party, a trip
to the maple syrup farm, gardening day, visiting a sheep farm and we ended the year with a
trip to go lawn bowling.

| am so grateful for the opportunity to serve in the ESL ministry this year and to see God
work in both the volunteers and the students. Watching the students become friends is
truly a memorable thing. As one of our volunteers said, “It is so beautiful to see a Muslim
and a Christian sitting together as friends, no matter what's going on in the world around
us”. | am excited to see what God has in store next and to use all the experience | have
gained through this ministry in the years ahead.

We are so thankful to all our dedicated volunteers. What a blessing it has been to serve
alongside such a caring and committed group of people. Your willingness to invest not only
in teaching English but also in building meaningful relationships has made a lasting impact
on the lives of our students.

Submitted by
Rebekah Kellendonk, ESL Ministry Coordinator

Touring a sheep farm, what great fun!




The Times. They are a Changing!?
Missions Yesterday and Today

Submitted by- Tim Wood

Now that “Dabbling with Daba” is out for all to enjoy, | thought | would take this chance to talk
about one of the big reasons that | went to Senegal. But before | do | wanted to thank Gary and
Sharon Howell, Mike and Nikki Howell and both Bill and llana Lobbezoo for their time and
thoughts. The sacrifice of their time and their insights into the subject of missions made this
discussion possible. And further to that, their great desire and commitment to see people across
many people groups be moved to a faith centred around the sufficiency of Jesus is and has been
inspirational.

So to the point of this article....... I've thought a great deal about what | want to accomplish
through these words and I’'ve come to decide upon two points: 1. To outline with a few areas of
interest how missions in our modern world has and is changing and 2. To encourage those who
might consider going outside our country to be a part of what God is doing.

A discussion of the changing environment in international work could be endless. With that in mind
| have chosen a few areas to focus on: transportation, communication, connecting with culture and
raising ministry support.

Transportation to and from any part of the area people serve is so important and, as Bill will tell
you, it takes a large part of the international worker’s day. Take Mike for instance; the days he
takes his kids to school, the drive to and from school is easily over 45 minutes each way. Vehicle
needs require an ability to travel from highways we see at home to very challenging dirt paths.
Interacting with the country workers can truly be a cross country event.

In the area of communication, | think I'll step back into the past before | mention some of the ways
that are used today. My aunt served in the sixties with one of the first teams that went with an
organization called “Literature Crusades”. She served 3 month long terms in India, Pakistan and
Singapore. While there, the three or four couples split up and the men walked the streets of the
major cities distributing tracts in English. The women stayed in their residence doing home-based
logistics, which included cooking and responding to written answers to questions asked in the tract
distribution.

Mary Catto, who was a C&MA Missionary with her husband Harold spent time each week writing
a letter to her mother which was then sent home by air post. Face to face contact with home came
only when she and Harold were on furlough. The best parts of them being home were the stories
that Harold would tell about daily excursions into the jungle. That was a missions report back in
the day.



Today is very different. Yes, we’ve moved passed the frustrating days of Skype to FaceTime. We
now have the instant ability to visually contact many of our international worker friends (given that
we take into account the time shifts between here and wherever they are). You can receive a group
message from Andy and Dave Foster and know what is of concern almost in the moment. If you
want to keep up with Mike and Nikki Howell you can be a part of a group which receives monthly
updates about their work. Knowing right away and no waiting. We hope they experience the same
kind of encouragement coming back their way.

Connecting with the people or people groups that an international worker finds in the context of
where God places them is them is vital. How to do that continues to change. When Gary and
Sharon moved to Gabon they moved to a place where Sharon’s parents had begun a work with the
people of that country. They were an extension of the preaching and teaching that had been
established. When they moved to the Congo, their work became more about reaching the youth of
that country in a new and effective way; not a junior church format but discussions on topics that
were of interest to kids, and new settings like youth camps, not classrooms. (Fun fact: Africa has
41% of its population under 15 and 70% under 30).

Their move to Senegal had them shift their focus from youth leaders to field team leaders. They
moved from a country not based in the Muslim faith to one that was dominated by it; from a
culture that had a power/fear base to one that viewed life with an honour/shame context, there
were changes to adjust to and help lead others toward.

For Bill and llana, connection meant using a commonly used vehicle of language. The first was the
desire to learn English. The other was computer technology. Both made it possible to reach another
large group of young people.

What really makes this happen though, is language. It’s why Mike and Nikki spent two years
learning Wolof and improving their French. French, the language of business, and Wolof, the
language of everyday life. With their language training in place and in practice, the Howell family
can move in and around local life in Senegal and connect with its culture. When our group from
OSAC visited the Howells in November last year, it became very evident that without the simplest
forms of language even a basic greeting couldn’t happen. But as Bill Lobbezoo reminds us, even
with all this in place, the international worker is still the foreigner in the country that God has
placed them. It is still the love of God that makes the true and lasting connection.

Culture is on display from the first step you take out of the airplane (we aren’t in Kansas anymore
Dorthy!). So complex and so different yet important that those there begin to understand how
culture can affect everything. Let’s take Senegal as our example. Understanding the importance of
greeting those you meet as you go from one part of the day to the next is essential. Not taking the
time to greet someone can prevent any conversation with that individual later in that day. Taking
the time not only builds possibilities for more conversation but builds relationship.



Recognizing that Senegal is a predominately Muslim country is very important as well. It means that
their world view is based on a “honour/shame” context where honour is sought after and shame is
avoided. This view is supported and reinforced by a very close community and family structure. In
this culture, men are the primary figures in family life. As a result, mission work is segregated along
gender roles, with Mike reaching out to other men through skill development and work in the
trades, and Nikki out regularly working in medical and speech support with women and children.

The need to support our International Workers has never been greater than it is today, even though
it’s become easier to do so. In the past, my dad would put a cheque (in Canadian dollars) in the
mail and it would arrive at a mission’s headquarters or even on rare occasion, into the hands of the
international workers themselves. It all took time. Today we can send funds electronically directly
into accounts around the world. Simpler and faster for sure. Often in the past, a note was attached
to the donation. That reach out made a more personal connection.

But what of other support like prayer or words of encouragement? This type of support is as vital
as it ever has been. Money makes things possible but words in prayer move hearts. Many are aware
that prayer that is specific targets the needs experienced by those working on the international
scene. Our mission is to become aware of those details.

In the past, written reports came home often each quarter and were placed in or on mission
bulletin boards. The modern methods of communication of email updates, FaceTime and other
same day methods have given us real time knowledge of what is happening. The challenge is still
there. We need to pick up the phone or tablet and make that connection. We can then truly see
through their eyes the challenges that our friends are facing.

So where do we take this from these few words? Well, 1 think that being informed is a start. And
the good news is that this action is something we can all take. Let’s come alongside these
international workers by name and encourage them by getting to know what happens day to day
in their context.

To you who would consider allowing God to prod you to move towards being in the international
setting somewhere in this world of ours....... listen to the Holy Spirit and consider in prayer what is
opening up where you are. Being willing is a great first step. God will do the rest. He will prepare
you for what lies ahead in your journey to serve that great command to “go into the world and
make disciples”.



Thanf you

We love the way you care for and support
one another. On Sunday, June 6, we held a
wedding envelope shower for three young
man who grew up in our congregation, and
their lovely fiancée. Thank you for your
generosity, encouragement, and love as we
celebrated with these couples during this
special season of their lives. We would also
like to thank Michael and Amy Sloss for
sharing a meaningful object lesson and for
praying over the couples. Their words were
a blessing and an encouragement to all of
us, and the lesson served as a valuable
remindeer to everyone present. Please see
the couples’ notes of thanks below.

Osac Family:

We are so grateful to everybody who has generously blessed us with prayers and gifts! Your
kindness, generosity, and support mean so much to us as we prepare for our marriage.

[hank you ol Braden & Hannath

We feel incredibly blessed by the love and support we have received from the Owen Sound Alliance
Church family. It was great to connect with people who have known us for many years, as well as
others we just met. We are encouraged by everyone's kind words and blessings. Thank you for your
continued prayers and support as we start the next chapter of our life together.

Love Loan and Mendra,

Thank you OSAC for your thoughts, prayers, and words of encouragement. We pray that our
marriage and time of preparation before, will both be a reflection of Jesus and His great love for us!
Congratulations also to Braden + Hannah and Evan + Kendra. We're praying for you as well during
this exciting time of life! May your marriages be a blessing to everyone you come in contact with.

[hanks, Jesse and Jitl



Children®s Ministry DRefection

We’ve all heard the saying, “It takes a village to raise a child,” and | would say that rings
true here at OSAC. We are blessed with gifted, passionate, and dedicated volunteers, who are
eager to walk alongside our children in their journey with Christ. They invest in building
meaningful relationships, helping our children learn to rely fully on Him and discover that
God is able to meet all their needs.

It was encouraging to see what our Grade 4—6 girls had been up to this ministry season. The
following is a glimpse into their journey and the ways God has been at work among them.

A special thank you to Denise McKay and Julia MacDonald for your faithfulness to Christ,
your commitment to this church, and the loving care and encouragement you have shown to
our Grade 4-6 girls throughout this season. May God continue to bless, strengthen, and enrich
you both as you serve Him.

7 have hidden youwr word ix my heart that [ mipht not six apainst you. "

— Psalm 119:11 (NIV)

This year in the Grade 4-6 Girls Sunday School Class, We added an ongoing booklet in
addition to the weekly class curriculum. As we know, it is so important to hide God'’s
Word in our hearts. There are so many different ways to do that including music,
repetition, actions, storytelling and crafts, all of which are incorporated into lessons. In
addition to these methods, we created 3 booklet that the girls could add verses to every
week. This gives them the opportunity to reflect on the verse and lesson learned over the
week. There are verses about God’s faithfulness, power, presence,

forgiveness, wisdom, and how he sees us as his daughters as well
as verses to hold on to when we're afraid, lonely, anxious, or
discouraged. We are hoping that the girls can continue to add
to their booklets in the weeks/months ahead, using it as a

tool to help grow their relationship with Christ.

~ Submitted by Denise McKay



“SHE CONNECTS”

MAKING CONNECTIONS, ALL WOMEN, ALL AGES

Creating a welcoming space where women of all ages and stages could gather, connect, and build
relationships in an informal setting was the vision behind this event. With the busyness of Sunday
mornings, it isn’t always easy to meet new people or enjoy meaningful conversations without
interruption. Maya Wildeboer hoped to provide that opportunity and was encouraged by the wonderful
attendance. She is excited to help plan more events for the women of OSAC in the future.

A heartfelt thank you to Maya and her team of volunteers for making this event such a success. A
wonderful time was had by all! The ladies are still talking about the delicious homemade breakfast and
the opportunity to meet and connect with new friends.
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She Connects was birthed out of a questionnaire
completed at one of our Fall Ministry Fairs, where
we asked women what they would like to see
offered through Women’s Ministry.

As a result, She Connects was created as an
opportunity for the women of OSAC to connect,
build meaningful relationships, and spend time
encouraging one another in their walk with Christ.

Our Women’s Ministry team is always eager to
hear your ideas and discover the best ways to
support and encourage you through events,
studies, and activities. We’d love to hear from you!
Feel free to reach out to Angie at the church office —
we’d be delighted to connect with you.



We celebrated another successful year with 41 campers!!

A huge thank you to those who brought lunch, and to the families that hosted the
coaching staff for dinners in their homes.

Also those who prayed for good weather, thank you! We had barely a drop of rain and
dodged all the thunder storms. Not sure if we had too many praying for good weather,
but we got stuck with all the heat. So maybe we'll adjust that number of prayers for
that for next year.



2026 ANNA PYLES SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS

When the daughter of Rev. Franklin and Gay Pyles died at the age of 23 during their ministry here, a scholarship fund
was set up in memory of Anna. This Fund is an endowment from which earned income from the investment is given
as a scholarship to students who plan to attend a recognized Christian College or University.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THIS YEAR’S RECIPIENTS,;

Jesse Bittel- Redeemer College/ University, Hamilton
Sierra Ballantyne — Tyndale University, Toronto
Ellie Howell — Taurenholt Bible School, Austria

Leah Elder — Redeemer College/University, Hamilton

ATTENTION STUDENTS
ARE YOU ATTENDING UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE
IN THE FALL 2026?

f T, T sy Voo R . NS S
PLEASE FILL OUT THE FORM I THE MALLWAY S0 WL CAN XIr® Nz NOU AND SUSPORT YOU IN PRAYLE AND A LITILE ENCOURAGEMEINT!

*(IF YOUR ADORESS ANGED PLEASE UPDATE FORM)"

If you will be ATTENDING UNIVERSITY/COLLEGE IN THE FALL 2026 please fill out the form at
the student board in the hallway so we can keep in touch with you and support you in prayer!
(If your address has changed please update form)



Worship. Baptism &
Pienic in the Park

The rain didn’t keep us from celebrating with those who chose
to be baptized at our annual outdoor Worship Service and Picnic
at Kelso Beach! We rejoiced as 11 people publicly declared their
faith in Christ through baptism.

Nothing can stop the work of God, and we are so grateful to
everyone who packed their umbrellas and rain jackets to join us.
The weather certainly didn’t dampen our spirits! We enjoyeda |
wonderful time of worship together, great music, delicious food, "
and, most importantly, the privilege of witnessing each person ; § 1
step into the waters of baptism. Photo credits: Harry Gils

A heartfelt thank you to everyone who brought food to share, and to all of our volunteers who faithfully
prepared and served the meal. Your generosity and servant hearts helped make the day so special.

Those entering the waters of baptism were encouraged by a family member or close friend, who shared a
personal charge and a scripture passage as they took this next step in their faith journey.

Those gathered along the beachfront watched with joyful anticipation, cheering, celebrating, and moved to
tears as their loved one emerged from the water. As they returned to the shore, the church family surrounded
them, laying hands on them and praying God’s blessing, strength, and guidance over them as they began this
new chapter of faith.

you’ve been thinking about baptism or have questions
about taking this next step in your faith journey, we’d
love to talk with you. And here’s some encouragement:
the waters of Georgian Bay are often a little warmer in
the fall! Don’t wait or delay. Speak with one of our
pastors, a trusted friend, or your parents about what
baptism means and how you can take this important step
of obedience.

We praise God for the incredible day He gave us and for
* the lives that were celebrated as they publicly
proclaimed their faith in Jesus Christ.




Thank you Jesus, | am a life
that has been changed.
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Prayer and Fasting Day September 9th, 2026

PRAY AND F AST Prayer & Fasting Day

Join us as we set aside time for prayer and

WITH U fasting, seeking the Lord together as we begin

another ministry year. Everyone is welcome to

PRAYER SERVICE : participate in this special time of prayer.
SEPTEMBER 9TH - E : Following our time together, we'll gather to

6PM ‘ break our fast and enjoy a fellowship over a
,*— ke small meal.

ANNUAL
FALL KICK OFF

PG
N

COMING...
Sunday, September 13th | 8:45a.m.

‘ \\ ;
ANNUAL FALL KICK OFF PANCAKE BREAKFAST is September 13th1

Join us in the gym for a delicious pancake breakfast beginning at 8:45am. Everyone is welcome!

Sunday the 13" also marks the start of our fall ministry season. Sunday school, bible studies, and many
of our weekly ministries will kick off that week.

It will also be NAME TAG SUNDAY- a great opportunity to reconnect after the summer and get to know
one another a little better.

Mark your calendars... we'd love to see you there!



Grieving a loss?

Find hope and healing after the death
of a loved one.

Join us at

Grief93Share

Waekly grief support group

When: Tuesdays from 7-2pm, September 8" - December 1st
Where: New Life Centre, 199 4th Ave W
Contact: Owen Sound Alliance Church (519).376-2026 or
First Christian Reformed Church at (519) 376-2787
Register: griefshare.org/findagroup

For Women

Ml Starting Date:
4 Tues Sept15 @ 7-8:45pm

(2) Owen Sound Alliance Church

REGISTER ONLINE TO JOIN US

Is Griefshare for me?

When a loved one dies, it can feel like you're alone.
Few people understand how painful and isolating
your grief can be. But that doesn’t mean you have
to suffer alone.

At Griefshare, you'll find a safe, comforting place
where you can talk with others about your grief.
You'll find support, direction, and guidance on
how to make it through.

Register: griefshare.org/findagroup

EFIRST CENTURY A

Jesus and Women: In the First Century and Now - Bible Study for Women

Join us for a 7 week video study as biblical culturalist, Kristi McLelland, takes us on a journey back to Jesus'
Middle Eastern first-century world. Through the lens of the historical and cultural climate of His day, we
will look at several of Jesus' interactions with women in the gospels. Kristi invites us to a biblical feast
where we will discover that God is even better than we could ever imagine. Register to join co-leaders

Colleen Hewgill & Sharon Howell.



J
PASSAGES :

¥ & Wakboak

maaia Starting Date
(2223 TUES, SEPT 15 @ 9-10:30AM [/ LADIES ONLY - e ¢ \

B P —

THURS, SEPT 17 @ 7-8:30PM |/ COUPLES

§ Owen Sound Alliance Church

REGISTER ONLINE TO JOIN US

Pruning You for'His Glory
ANY SLOSS

PASSAGES Discipleship Study- for Ladies & Couples
A 10 WEEK STUDY SESSION

Through this study, you'll join Amy on her journey to discovering the bitterness, pride, control, shame and other
branches that needed to be chopped off. With each chopping, the Lord showed her what He wanted to grow in
her to replace what was not of Him—areas like listening, being content, growing in self-control, compassion, and
hope.

Tuesday Mornings: A ladies group led by Amy Sloss

Thursday Evenings: A group for couples, led by Michael & Amy Sloss

U

N

MINISTRY
( N ﬁ~ W

Sunday, September 20th
After the service

r\
|

Ministry fair

There are countless opportunities here at
OSAC for you to serve and be a part of this
beautiful family of believers. Our hope is that
each of you can find a place to plug in, use your
gifts, and join us in doing ministry together.

"//7///, Ji«rf
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Listening Prayer

Join us in the Conference Room, 7-9pm 1¢
Tuesday of every month October-June, 7-9pm.
All are welcome. Learn more about how God
speaks and practice listening together. Led by
Heidi Lucas and the Listening Prayer lead team.
No registration needed, just show up.

Let's grow in hearing God's voice by listening together.




Tuesdays in August 9:30 to 10:30 am

Prayer Walks

Meet at the Church.
Walk, share and pray.

What are your prayers?
* The community of Owen
Sound, the new home for
these refugees.

« Final travel arrangements
by the Federal
Government.

« Safety for these young
people in their countries

of asylum.

* That they can each feel
the love and support of
our Church.

e That God will strengthen
their faith as they wait.

Information: Norah Toth ntoth@rogers.com

ALL ARE WELCOME TO JOIN!

Prayer Walks — Throughout August

Join us for prayer walks throughout the month of August as we seek God’s
guidance and blessing for the six young refugees who will be sponsored by
Owen Sound Alliance Church over the coming years.

When: Tuesdays in August, 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Where: Meet at the church.

Together, we will pray for their health and safety, favour with government officials
throughout the sponsorship process, and a smooth transition as they begin a new chapter in
Canada. We will also lift up any additional prayer requests shared by those attending.

Everyone is welcome to join us for this focused time of prayer as we trust God to go before
these individuals and families every step of the way.



