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KEEPING YOU CONNECTED WITH WHAT GOD IS DOING AT OSAC 

 



 
 

 

REMINDERS  

 

God’s people in the Old Testament would sometimes build a memorial for something important the Lord 

had done (e.g. Joshua 4:1-9). Among other benefits, this would serve as a reminder to the people and as a 

witness to children and grandchildren that would follow. In other words, a kind of dual-purpose: to remind 

people, because we forget; and to teach, because we have an obligation to love and disciple the generation 

that follows us.  

 

As many of you know, I’m not particularly handy. I only have a few tools and have never owned a truck. It 

won’t surprise you, then, to read that I have never really built anything, at least not materially.  

 

But, I do have reminders of what God has done in my life. It was on a March Break student retreat in 2001 

that I met Jesus. Without a doubt he was pursuing me, especially in the six months before that 4-day trip. 

And yet there was a decisive moment at one of the evening services when, by the grace of God, I can say I 

became a Christ Follower. That was the moment that new creation began in my heart.  

 

I remember the verse that really took hold of me: “And do this, understanding the present time: The hour 

has already come for you to wake up from your slumber, because salvation is nearer now than when we 

first believe” (Romans 13:11). I can still hear echoes of the preacher that night, with earnestness and 

urgency in his voice, and sincerity and confidence: “It’s time to wake up!” Some two decades later, I still 

remember.  

 

A few weeks ago, I was invited to share a challenge at the Word of Life camp for a winter retreat. A 

different setting, a different verse, different students, but the same gospel. And a similar invitation to 

receive Christ and take a step of faith. And, by the working of the Holy Spirit, a few dozen students came 

forward to make a commitment.  

 

Winter retreats and the month of March are reminders of what God has done in my life and a witness that I 

have an obligation to the generation behind me. This is the work of the Spirit! First, as I passively received 

grace; and second, as I join him on his rescue mission, to steward and be faithful with the bit that he has 

entrusted to me.  

 

So, maybe it’s not a camp, maybe it’s not the month of March, but what might the Lord have done in your 

life that you ought to regularly remember? And, as you acknowledge and celebrate that, where and how is 

he calling you to share?  

 

The One who has been faithful in the past, remains faithful to us in the present moment, and will be faithful 

in the future and forever. 

 

Pastor Ryan 

 



 

Christmas Expectations 
 
The Christmas Gospel accounts found in Matthew 1-2 and Luke 1-2 show us that Jesus 

was born at a time of great expectations. Zechariah and Elizabeth, righteous folk from a 

long line of priests, were full of expectation as they were chosen to serve in the temple. 

The aging childless couple were living under the oppression of the Roman Occupation 

Forces and they hoped to hear the voice of God after 400 years of silence from the 

prophets. God used their servant hearts to bless the people and he brought them joy 

beyond what they could imagine. God blessed them with a son who would become the 

Prophet John The Baptist, announcing the arrival of the Messiah Yeshua - Jesus. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Family Christmas program highlights 

When Elizabeth heard Mary's greeting, the baby leaped  
in her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit 

The angel said that John was to 

be 'great in the sight of the 

Lord' [God would think that John 

was great]. God would give John 

the *Holy Spirit. Luke: 5-20 

 

Zechariah and Elizabeth’s prayers had been heard… they would give birth to a son! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The scholars came to a little province of 
 Judah expecting to find a new king to hour but they did not expect to find Jesus, 
 the son of a carpenter, in the little village of Bethlehem. These foreign travelers proved that ‘good news 
travels slowly’ as they learned that this Jesus was ‘Good News of great joy witch shall be for all people.  

The shepherds were certainly not 
expecting the Angel Gabriel to appear to 
them on a hillside and invite them to be 
the first to meet the baby who was to 
become the Saviour of the world. If you 
want to start a movement that will last 
over 2000 years, you share the Good 
news with disenfranchised first. 

‘Then Mary said, 'Here am I, the servant of the Lord; 

let it be with me according to your word. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We pray that you will continue to live in 
expectation of Jesus, who was and is and is 
to come. We pray that you will experience 
great joy as you seek him and meet him as 
we prepare for the coming season of 
Easter. 
Great Expectations family Christmas 
presentation was written and narrated by 
Gregg Carroll and photos were taken by 
Diana Caldwell. 
 



 

  

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  2018 

Our Winners 

1st Place~ Jody Cressman 

2nd Place~ James Turner 

3rd Place~ Jim Bullock 
 

 Pervious Winners 
 

 Chili cook offs never disappoint. 

With the congregations help, 24 crock 

pots of chilli were prepared. After our 

stomachs were full and the votes were 

in, the winner was announced and the 

trophy hoisted. Congratulations to this 

year’s 1st place winner, Jody Cressman. 

Just a handful of votes separated our 

top three winners.  Thank you to all 

who prepared chili either for the 

contest or the competition. You have 

contributed to the success of this 

amazing event. See you next! 

Al Bringelson            2017  

James Turner  

Mark Sutter               2020       2023 

 



 
Christian Salvage Mission 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 

2023 is a new year 

and a new 

opportunity to 

share your gently 

used Christian 

resources. 

As the new contact 

I’m happy to collect 

used Bible, Books 

and magazines. This 

material is sent 

overseas after 

being packed in 

Hamilton ON.  

Thank you for your 

generosity by 

participating in this 

ministry. 

Blessings, 

Wilma Frost 

 519-376-9216 

Please drop off your gently used items to our Resource library  

 



 
A Note  
of Thanks 

 

We know that Jesus loves His children, and 

that He does not wait until adulthood to 

begin working in the hearts and lives of his 

little ones. He begins this at a young age. We see how Jesus intentionally welcomed children to gather around him in His 

ministry, reminding us that “the kingdom of God belongs to such as these” (Mark 10:14). For this reason, we hold children’s 

ministry as an extremely important part of church life.  

Thank you to all of the dedicated teachers and helpers who have spent Sunday mornings in our classrooms with the younger 

members of our church family! From the Infant Nursery all the way through to the Grade 6’s, your ministry has had a lasting 

kingdom impact. I think that it goes without saying that our children’s ministry could not function without you, but I will say it 

anyways: Our children’s ministry could not function without you! I have immense appreciation for the ways in which God has 

gifted you, and it has been amazing to watch God work through each of you, through each of your unique giftings and skill 

sets, to show His love to His children. Thank you for giving your time, energy, and ideas towards the flourishing of the faith of 

the children in our church. It does not go unnoticed.  

Blessings, 

Kim Lobbezoo 

Ministry 

Appientce 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 Supporting Missions and those in need    

A designated fund has been set up for 

this trip. The Fund is still in need of 

$1,880 to help meet the financial goal. 

Please indicate on your offering 

envelope or e-transfer “Indonesia”. 

Fund closes April 2
nd

. 

 

Through your generous donations the team has met 

their finical goal of $7,500.  

There is still a chance for you to help support the 

team. Please stop by the items needed list in the 

hallway on the Missions board. Take a sticky note 

and return your items to the suitcase by Sunday, 

April 9th  

 



 
BEAUTIFUL ZAMBIA  
 
Dear friends & family:  
  
As our time in Zambia has come to an end, we are feeling a mix of emotions!  
It has been a great (almost) 3 months of working in the hospital here and 
reconnecting with friends/making new ones. Zambia is a beautiful country, 
and the culture is friendly and welcoming. 
  
The last few weeks have had their challenges.  We got some gastro and 
respiratory viruses which slowed us down a bit. We also lost a lot of kids in 
the pediatrics wing despite our efforts to care for them well with the 
resources we have. One particular death hit me (Christine) hard. Time is 
such a gift, and our hearts ache for parents who do not get to see their kids 
grow up or even reach 1 year.  

  
It is the rainy season here in 
Zambia - a time where everyone is planting and weeding.  We've been reminded of the 
verse in Galatians 6:9 "Let us not grow weary of doing good, for in due time we shall 
reap our harvest, if we do not give up."  The previous verses talk about how we will 
harvest what we plant.  Those who plant in selfishness will have a harvest of weeds 
and corruption.  But when we live in and channel the love of God and work in His Spirit 
we will reap true and everlasting life.  It is encouragement for all of us to continue in 
service and faith even when it feels overwhelming.  While it can be tempting to live for 
our own gain and comfort, God has greater plans for all of us. The harvest is 
coming.  And as we trust God with our burdens and challenges, He is willing and able 
to give us the strength, compassion, and endurance we need to press on in 
faithfulness.  
  
As we go, our hearts are full of gratitude, but we also feel the weight of the ongoing 
work at the hospital. We recently set up a Canadian giving link for the drug project at 
Mukinge!!  This project helps cover the cost of much needed medications for the 
hospital and patients. At baseline the hospital has very limited medications, and we 
cannot always treat a given condition. But lately there have been severe shortages of 
even basic drugs like anti-malarials. This fund makes a huge difference and often 
means the difference between life or death for patients. Please join us in continuing to 
financially support the hospital: 

https://donations.sim.ca/projects/MukingeDrugProject  

  
This area of Zambia, like much of the country, is very 
rural. Almost everyone is a subsistence farmer, planting 
crops in their small plot of land, and living in small huts 
made of mud or termite bricks, with very little money. 
The reasons why the Zambian economy is struggling are 
vast and complex. Seeing the disparity of wealth between 
Canada and Zambia brings up a lot of confusing feelings. 
Some of our take aways, however, are to truly be grateful 
for all we have here, to be generous with our time and 
resources, and to do what we can for those we meet - 
even if it does not solve the underlying problem. 
  

R & C were two kids in the nutrition ward.  (Photos taken with permission).  Especially R was very sick 
and in critical condition for some time.  Their sores healed, they gained weight, and after staying at the 
hospital for several weeks they went home with big smiles all around!! 

Aaron, Christine, & Liana Gross  
OSAC church family attenders (working with SIM Canada) 
 

https://donations.sim.ca/projects/MukingeDrugProject


 

“YOUNG At HEART” 

 

This ministry exists BY, WITH and FOR older adults 55+.  It is more than entertainment, although that does 

happen.  Having relationships and sharing life with others is essential as we continue to age and our bodies 

change with health issues and declining physical strength. 

Older adults, with many different gifts, along with wisdom, knowledge and experience, have great potential to 

assist the church in living out the vision to impact the Grey-Bruce community so people come to know Jesus 

Christ as Saviour and Lord.  

This part of the church body wants to continue to be active and continue to bless each other AND 

OTHERS.  One way to do this is to engage in the events that are offered throughout the year.  These events are 

both fun and informative and offer a venue to meet new folks and begin new friendships. 

   

OUR NEXT GATHERING will be “HYMNS AND HISTORY” 

Palm Sunday, April 2nd from 3:00 to 4:30 with our special guest pianist, 

Steve Warner. It will be a time of singing and fellowship, as well as 

learning the history of hymns. 

 

“Age happens… It can be “An Age of Opportunity” 

“Catch The Wave” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PASS THE SYRUP FEBRUARY EVENT   

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hi Church I just wanted to start by saying thank you for all of your prayers over the last few months. God has been revealing to 

me the power that is in prayer. Sometimes, at least in my experience, I’ve found that the most common answers in the church 

to the question “Is there anything you need, or I could help with?” tends to either be “nothing” or “just prayer” and often the 

intent is the same behind both those answers. But God has really been teaching me the power behind asking others to pray for 

you and for the ministry, and dropping the “just” from “just prayer” because it’s not just prayer, but rather an ask in worship 

to the creator of the universe and interceded by Christ our Lord. There is power in prayer, so thank you all for praying to the 

most High through Christ Jesus on my behalf and on behalf of the ministry, I truly appreciate it.  

Our ears are still ringing. “From what?” you may be asking; from 

the first ever Owen Sound Youth Rally! This was a combined 

worship event with other local youth groups in the city that was 

hosted right here at OSAC. Many hours went into this event, 

from the youth pastors involved, to the worship band, tech 

team, volunteers, youth leaders, facilities staff, and many many 

more. The Holy Spirit was moving! We had close to 100 people 

here for the rally including volunteers. The vision for this event 

was born out of a desire to see youth doing ministry outside of 

the walls of the local church while also showing them that the 

body of Christ is bigger than just their small group, or youth 

group, or church.  

 

The biggest joy was to see all the youth groups come together, and students seeing other 

students that they go to school with and realizing that they aren’t the only Christians in 

their class/grade/school/etc. It was my honour to speak at this event. We talked about 

identity, and how the world wants to define you and will give you value if you allow it to 

define you as it wants, but that value is gone if you can’t keep up; whereas when we find 

our true identity in Christ, that is everlasting and powerful. Following the sermon time, we 

had about 15 minutes of prayer and reflection with the band playing softly in the 

background. During this time we saw close to half the students engage in some way, either 

by coming forward to receive prayer, writing out a prayer request and leaving at the foot 

of the cross, or by leaders sitting with them in the pews and praying over them. Our hearts 

were full after the event, and the youth pastors involved all agreed that we need to do more of these multiple times a year. 

We have already had ministries and speakers from all over Grey/Bruce ask to be involved next time! God is good!  

I was asked to write a little about how Julia and I are settling into Owen Sound life, and I don’t know if there’s enough space 

left in this article to write out all the amazing ways that we have been made to feel welcomed by you all. Many of you know 

we’ve lived across the country and I’ve been a pastor in the Western Canadian District (of the Christian and Missionary Alliance), 

in the Eastern Canadian District, and now the Central Canadian District, and along the way we have made many great friends 

and said some hard goodbyes. But as many of them have reached out to us to ask how we are enjoying it here at Owen Sound 

Alliance Church, I’ve told them all the same thing; I’ve said that it feels like we are finally home, like all the tough goodbyes 

were worth it to be here. We could not be happier to be here, and I am overjoyed to call Owen Sound Alliance Church my 

home. And if you see myself or Julia, please always come say “hi” we love meeting people, even if it takes me a few tries to get 

your names, I never forget a face! On behalf of the youth ministry, thank you. And on behalf of my family, thank you. 

 ~ Pastor Nick 

 



 

 

 

 

Easy Riddles 

1. Riddle: What has to be broken before    
you can use it? 
      

2. Riddle: I’m tall when I’m young, and 
I’m short when I’m old. What am I? 
  

3. Riddle: What month of the year has 28 
days? 
  

4. Riddle: What is full of holes but still 
holds water? 
  

5. Riddle: What question can you never 
answer yes to? 
  

6. Riddle: What is always in front of you 
but can’t be seen? 
  

7. Riddle: There’s a one-story house in 
which everything is yellow. Yellow walls, 
yellow doors, yellow furniture. What color 
are the stairs? 
  

  RIDDLE ANSWERS 1. An Egg 2. A candle 3. All of them 4. A sponge 5. Are you asleep yet? 

6. The future 7. There aren’t any – it’s a one story house 

 FIND THE CAT 

 BRAIN TEASERS  



HAPPENINGS 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

IF:2023, matters to us, because for 

two days we get to remind each other 

that GOD IS WHO WE NEED, GOD IS 

WHO WILL PROVIDE. We gather for 

two days of worship, with our bibles, 

and we ask God to move. WILL YOU 

JOIN US? 

 

We’re so excited!  

March 24 & 25  

Invite your sisters/ daughters/friends 

 

Register before March 20
th
 at 

alliancechurch.net/register or by calling 

519-376-2026 or email:  

office@alliancechurch.net  

 

We are going to remember that God 

has promised to see us through – no 

matter how hard or dark it gets. He is 

still moving, and we get to be a part 

of that! DON’T MISS IT, JOIN US AT 

IF2023!! 

 

 

mailto:office@alliancechurch.net


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GRIEFSHARE 
SUPPORT GROUP 

 
We have a wonderful team  

Of Lori Wilson, Jill Bartley, 

Peter McMurray, 

Christena Dawson and 

Meggi Trimble will be 

facilitating this 13 week 

Support Group online. 

Starting March 21, 7-9 pm 

(join anytime).  

Individuals can register 

www.alliancechurch.net/r

egister or call the church 

office 519-376-2026 

SANCTUARY MENTAL 

HEATH COURSE 

This is a leadership 

training opportunity for 

those who care and 

support mental health. 

Megan Tobin and Sierra 

Symons will be 

facilitating this course. Its 

runs for 8 weeks March 

23 – May 11. Thursday’s 

@ TheXchange Centre 

6:30pm - 8pm Register 

online 

www.alliancechurch.net/r

egister 

Hosted by: Lise Mitchell and Lisa Lambkin 

http://www.alliancechurch.net/register
http://www.alliancechurch.net/register
http://www.alliancechurch.net/register
http://www.alliancechurch.net/register


 

 

 

 

 

 

GOOD FRIDAY JOINT 
COMMUNITY 
SERVICE 10AM @ 
OSCVI AUDITORIUM 
ON April 7th. Join us as 
we gather together with 
other churches in Owen 
Sound, to remember the 
great sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ’s death on the cross 
to pay for our sins, and 
bring reconciliation 
between us and God. 

 

FIRM FOUNDATION 
Men’s Conference 
 
Spring 2022 was our first 
Men’s Conference titled 
NEXT STEPS. It was a 
wonderful time of 
learning, worship, 
storytelling of God’s work 
and fellowship with men 
young and old from our 
region. This year our 
OSAC Men’s Ministry 
team is excited to see what 
God has in store through a 
new speaker and worship 
team lineup and location 
(word of Life Bible 
Institute) spread the 
word! 

 

LADIES “HAPPY 
BIRTHDAY TO YOU”!  
We want to celebrate 
YOU! On Sun April, 
30th we are hosting our 
Third birthday bash for all 
those ladies who 
celebrated, or plan on 
celebrating, a birthday in 
2023 (that means all of 
you). Please join us after 
the church service in the 
gym for a light lunch, cake 
and fellowship. Please 
bring a $5 gift to 
exchange. You don’t want 
to miss your birthday 
Party!  

 


